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Congratulations Meghan!
News from Meghan DiMercurio '19
PwC, the number two accounting firm in the world, holds a national
competition each year where they give students a mock company and challenge
them to come up with strategies and solutions for said company. After two
weeks, students present to a panel of partners from PwC and are questioned
about their proposal. On November 18, 2020 my team and I presented and we
won the title!
My team name was GAAP: Girls Appreciating Accounting Problems (a pun on
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles). My team was the only one that was
all-women, which reminded me of my time at Villa and the power that allfemale groups hold. Obtaining an education from Villa was really such a gift
and I couldn't be more grateful to everyone there for setting the foundation
and preparing me for life post high school. So thank you!
Meghan DiMercurio
Accounting Major
College of the Holy Cross '23
Top photo: Meghan's all-female team
Middle Photo: the virtual awards ceremony with the big announcement
Bottom photo: Meghan's dog Tim supporting her
as she worked on the project

Annette Seiler Coyle '49

Rest in peace Villa sister.
Annette's obituary can be found here.

Bottom photo: Annette with other graduates from the 1940s
in the Villa mansion.

Meet a Villa Victoria Academy
Student Photo Contest Judge:
An Interview with
Danielle Barber '82
Volunteer position at VVA: Member of
the judging panel for the Villa Victoria
Student Photo Contest
Education:
Graphic Design & English, Rutgers
University
Studio Photography, School of Visual
Arts
Accredited Jewelry Professional,
Gemological Institute of America
Favorite Villa memory: To this day, I
have not encountered any educator-anywhere--who rivals Sr. Marian Ingellis.
The impression she made on me was
prolific. My appreciation and love for
literature, reading, words, grammar, and
above all, writing, stem from those years
with her. She was a treasure.

Growing up: I grew up in Trenton and
then we moved to Bucks County. The
friendships forged during my 12 years at
Villa continue to be among the closest I
have today. I was always kind of a geeky
bookworm, constantly taking summer and
night courses at Rider University and
Mercer County in creative writing, art,
literature. I loved to learn. (Still do!) I also
adored music and astronomy and had a
crazy wanderlust, constantly studying a
globe in my room, planning where I
would travel. Funny...not much has
changed.
Her early days as an artist : I drew and
wrote stories as early as I can remember.
I'm still working on 2 manuscripts: it has
been years. It was always second nature to
make something, or build, or create. I
especially loved colored pencils, pastels,
and later, Pantone markers. I also would
make jewelry from found objects, which is
interesting because that's ultimately where
my career took me. When my father gave
me my first 35mm, I found yet another
outlet for creativity and did collages with
mixed media. When it came time for
college, it was never a question to do
anything else than what I loved, so I chose a
diverse university to study both art and
English.
Life as an artist today : After
graduating from Rutgers, I began working
in the art department of Krementz & Co., a
jewelry manufacturer in Newark, NJ. What
I thought would be a first job in graphic
design turned out to be an ongoing, 30-plus
year career in the glittering jewelry
industry. The owner of the company,
Richard Krementz, was an incredible
mentor, and taught me everything about
gems. Now, at Suna Bros. in NYC, an
important part of my job is sourcing,
buying, and helping to create pieces with
amazing gemstones from all over the world.
Working with their beautiful, nuanced
colors is like another media to me. I am
also a one-person, in-house agency,
handling
marketing,
copywriting,
photography, public relations, visual
merchandising, and trade show displays. I
also d0 all things social media and
blogging.
Personally, I keep journals for my drawings
and creative writing. Though I've fully
embraced technology, I still really love
paper and the art of actually writing
longhand. I have the best of both worlds:
living in my beloved Garden State and
working in New York City. I am so
energized from the pulse of the arts scene.

I've been fortunate to have traveled to 63
countries, and am never...ever...without a
camera.

Top photo: Danielle in first grade
Second photo: Danielle with Sr. Marian
at a family dinner
Third photo: Danielle with her husband
(of 36 years) and travel partner, Pablo
Colón, at the Taj Mahal, Agra, India
Fourth photo: One of Danielle's designs:
a Platinum and diamond Sunburst pendant
with an extraordinary 12 carat black opal
designed specifically for a collector.
Photo at right: Danielle today

Share your updates here.

Ready to Donate Now?
Remember to donate to Villa by December 31
as all gifts are tax-deductible.

Visit our Giving Page
Shopping Amazon?

If you are shopping Amazon Smile
make sure to designate
Villa Victoria Academy as your charity!
Every dollar makes a difference!
(Just type in Amazon Smile into your browser.)

Does your employer match?
Maybe they do! Double or triple
your gift to Villa Victoria.
Many companies offer matching gift
programs to encourage employees to
contribute to their favorite charitable
organizations. Some companies also
provide matching funds to support
employee volunteer hours. Most of
these programs match contributions
dollar for dollar, and some will even
double or triple the amount of your
gift!

Have a blessed Advent season!
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